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Politics in the United States – GOVT 110  
(Sections 007 and 008) 

Spring 2018 
Professor Jennifer L. Lawless 

 
 
Contact Information: 
Phone: (202) 885-6452 
Email: lawless@american.edu 
Office: Kerwin Hall (former Ward Circle Building), Room 216 
Office Hours: Mondays, 1 PM – 3 PM, and by appointment 
 

Course Description and Learning Outcomes 
 
This course provides an overview of the political processes and institutions of American government. In 
years past, I might have tried to convince you that this endeavor isn’t as boring as it sounds. These days, 
“boring” isn’t a word that many of us use to describe American politics. But “confusing” might be. So my 
goal in this class is to help illuminate our current politics by examining how the American political system has 
developed and operates today. Lectures, readings, and discussion will address the Constitution, federalism, 
public opinion, the media, civil rights, Congress, the presidency, the courts, and campaigns and elections, 
among other topics. Throughout the course, we will focus on how these features of American government 
help explain stories in the news and current public policy debates, some of which involve the Trump 
administration, racial and gender equality, congressional gridlock, and the upcoming 2018 midterm elections. 
 
By the end of the semester, you will have: (1) developed a basic knowledge of structures and functions of 
American government; (2) used critical thinking skills to understand our current politics – how we got here, 
how to make sense of what’s going on, how to think about the future; (3) employed key skills (such as 
quantitative literacy and persuasive argumentation) to analyze and interpret political events, debates, and 
outcomes; and (4) become a thoughtful consumer of political news (and maybe even a politically engaged 
student!). 

 

Approach, Readings, and Evaluation 
 
Uncertainly, turbulence, and confusion characterize the U.S. political system more now than perhaps at any 
time in contemporary history. Diverse, readily available political information – from public opinion polls to 
mainstream journalism to punditry to “fake news” – complicates how we understand and critically analyze 
politics. And increasingly sophisticated digital interfaces shape and reshape how people access, digest, and 
process information.  
 
Indeed, a growing interdisciplinary body of research makes it clear that students in today’s college classrooms 
are different from previous generations. Perhaps most obviously, you’ve grown up as digital natives; from the 
time you were old enough to touch a screen, you’ve been “connected.” The upsides to this fast-paced digital 
world are instant communication and unfettered access to information. But the digital revolution also bears 
directly on how I can effectively teach you about U.S. politics and encourage you to be invested in and 
knowledgeable about the political system.  
 
These factors shape how I will structure the class, choose readings, and evaluate your performance. As a 
result, this section of GOVT 110 might look different from sections your friends are enrolled in this 
semester. But I’m confident that you’ll learn and retain information in a way that’s conducive to how younger 
generations learn and live their lives.   
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Approach 
 
Rather than divide the course into the usual 14 topics – starting with the Founding and ending with public 
policy – I organize it using 60 key questions about American politics, which I divide into eight thematic 
categories. Some of the questions pertain to straightforward nuts and bolts about U.S. government (How 
does a bill become a law? What do political parties do? How does a case get to the Supreme Court?) Other 
questions provide you with multiple factors to shed light on why the system operates the way it does (Why do 
members of Congress almost always get reelected? Why do people join interest groups? How do the news 
media affect citizens’ views?). And still others encourage you to consider competing arguments about U.S. 
politics (Did the Founders believe in democracy? Is the Electoral College ruining democracy? Why don’t we 
pass more gun control legislation?) Regardless of the type of question, we will typically answer two or three 
questions each class.  
 
This organizational approach has a number of specific advantages:  
 

 It helps you focus on critical information about a given topic. Posing each topic in the form of a succinct 
question makes it clear exactly what you’re expected to learn. 

 

 It allows us to cover the course content in a way that better resonates with your lives. We will discuss the 
evolution of federalism around the question, “Why is it legal for me to smoke marijuana in Colorado, 
but I might go to jail for doing it in Oklahoma?” A civil liberties discussion that focuses on the right 
to privacy asks, “Can the government regulate my sex life?” When it comes to the war powers of 
Congress versus the president, we will assess, “Can the president start a war with a tweet?” Framing 
key questions so that you see how these topics are relevant to your lives makes it more likely that you 
will digest and retain what you learn. 
 

 It ensures a better sequential presentation of information as we move from one topic to the next. By 
organizing the questions into eight broad thematic categories, we have more flexibility to arrange 
topics in a way that makes U.S. politics easier to understand. It also means that we won’t be using the 
textbook in the order it’s currently arranged. 

 
The second part of my approach involves a systematic focus on three critical skills that are necessary for 
comprehending and analyzing contemporary U.S. politics. Leaving you with the skills to understand and 
analyze the political system is just as important as providing you with a breadth of information. More 
specifically, we will concentrate on: 
 

 Navigating and Consuming Political Information: In the current media environment, information sources of 
highly varying quality come at you from all directions. Gone are the days of relying on a newspaper 
or nightly news broadcast for information about politics and current events. Instead, every time you 
engage with social media, turn on the TV, or scroll through headlines, you’re likely to encounter 
something about politics. It is vital that you have the tools to work through the information 
onslaught and distinguish fact from opinion, reliable from dubious, and systematic from anecdotal. 
 

 Quantitative Literacy: Polls, data, and empirical analyses constantly crop up in discussions of the 
political system. From public opinion survey results to demographic trends to projections about the 
federal budget, information about the U.S. government and politics demands a base level of 
quantitative literacy. Today’s students must be able to look at tables, charts, and figures and know the 
substantive and methodological factors that bear on the quality of the information they are 
considering.   
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 Civic Engagement: I want you to know why it’s important to follow politics, the ways you can engage 
politically, and the information you need to make informed decisions when you do participate. How 
do you decide if you’re a Democrat or a Republican? How do you follow an election? How do you 
actually run for office? Answering these questions are essential prerequisites for preparing for a 
lifetime of civic engagement.   

 
Readings 
 
This course will be conducted with a lot of discussion, so its success is contingent on your participation and 
interaction. That means that you need to come to class prepared to discuss and analyze critically all readings 
assigned for each class. Let me repeat that: You need to complete the readings assigned for each class before 
the class meets. You should purchase the following three books.  
 

 Lawless, Jennifer L. and Richard L. Fox. 2017. Women, Men & U.S. Politics: 10 Big Questions. New 
York: W.W. Norton. 

 

 Ginsburg, Benjamin, Theodore J. Lowi, Caroline Tolbert, and Margaret Weir. 2017. We the People, 11th 
essentials edition. New York: W.W. Norton.  

 
** Make sure you purchase the essentials edition – which is the version I asked the bookstore to order. The eBook 
version is fine, too, and a lot cheaper! **  

 

 Lawless, Jennifer L. and Richard L. Fox. 2015. Running from Office: Why Young Americans Are Turned Off 
to Politics. New York: Oxford University Press. 

 
In addition, a series of articles and links to videos and podcasts are posted on Blackboard. The readings 
appear on Blackboard in the order in which they’re listed on the syllabus. 
 
Finally, I expect you to keep up with the news. Our discussions will frequently touch on current events, so it 
is critical that you keep apprised of major political events, debates, and craziness. Reading a major newspaper 
is perhaps the best way to do this, although there are of course many other news sources – several online – 
with ample political coverage. It’s up to you to determine how you prefer to stay informed. But if you’re not 
sure, then the Washington Post, New York Times, and CNN.com are good sources to consult at least once a day.  
 
Evaluation 
 
The course is worth 100 points, and you will earn them in two ways: 
 

 Quizzes. In almost every class, there will be a 5 question quiz. The quizzes will cover material from 
that day’s assigned reading, the previous lecture, and significant current events that happened within 
the last 48 hours. There will be 20 quizzes over the course of the semester. I will drop your lowest 5 
scores. Your quiz average will constitute 75% of your grade. (Put somewhat differently, each 
question in the 15 quizzes I count will contribute 1 point to you overall course grade.) 
 
You’re probably thinking, “Seriously? 20 quizzes?” Well, there is evidence that frequent quizzes help 
students develop study habits that are beneficial in other courses, too – not just the course that 
assigns quizzes. Frequent quizzes also help me ascertain how well you’re getting certain concepts. 
 
Because you’re getting 5 get-out-of-jail-free cards by having your lowest five quizzes dropped, there 
will be no makeup quizzes. If you miss a quiz, you will receive a zero. And quizzes will take place 
during the beginning of each class, so if you’re late, you can’t take the quiz and will receive a zero.  
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 Final Exam. At the end of the semester, you will take an exam that will assess whether you have 
acquired a basic knowledge of the structures, functions, and development of American politics and 
government. The final will consist of essay questions and short answers. It will be cumulative, so 
you’ll be asked to draw on material from the entire semester. I’ll hand out a study guide a couple of 
weeks before the final, and am happy to conduct a review session as well. The exam will be worth 
25% of your grade (25 points toward the 100 point total). 
 
Only under extreme circumstances will I consider a makeup exam, such as illness or a family 
emergency. In order to qualify for a makeup, you must (1) notify me before the exam and (2) 
provide documentation of the illness or emergency. If you fail to do either of these things, you will 
not be eligible to take a makeup. 

 

 Extra Credit. You can supplement your final course grade by up to 2 points by attending political 
events throughout the semester. Each is worth ¼ of a point. Just check with me in advance to make 
sure the event “counts.” I’ll also mention upcoming events as I hear about them. 

 
There is no curve for this class. I demand a lot of effort and you should expect a relatively difficult exam. But 
I am always happy to answer questions and meet during office hours. The breakdown of grades is: 
  

A: 93 – 100    C+: 77.5 – 79.5 
A-: 90 – 92.5   C: 73 – 77  
B+: 87.5 – 89.5   C-: 70 – 72.5 
B: 83 – 87    D: 65 – 69.5 
B-: 80 – 82.5   F: 0 – 64.5 
 

Some Additional Items 
 
Technology 
 
As great is technology is (how else would I know what people I didn’t like in high school and still don’t like 
ate for dinner last night?), the fact is that laptops, smart phones, and other devices are a distraction. Anyway, 
research finds that we learn more when we take notes by hand. So, no electronic devices in class.  
 
Communications 
 
The syllabus and readings are already posted on Blackboard. After each class, I’ll post the PowerPoint slides 
as well. And I’ll regularly use the email feature through Blackboard to make announcements, call your 
attention to events or changes, etc.  
 
If It Snows 
 
If the university is closed, or delayed during the time that our class meets, then we will obviously not meet. I’ll 
always send an email letting you know what to do in lieu of the class meeting, and in that email, I’ll update 
you regarding changes to the syllabus and how the missed class will affect the next class session. In some 
cases, I might load the quiz scheduled for that day in Blackboard and ask you to complete it at a certain time.  
 
Academic Dishonesty and Integrity 
 
Put simply, don’t cheat. If you violate the University’s Academic Integrity Code, then I will take disciplinary 
action. If you are unsure whether an action constitutes cheating, then please let me know. I will tell you. 
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Academic Freedom 
 
Your success in this class is contingent on your participation. Because we will discuss politics, current events, 
and contentious issues, though, you might find that discussion can become heated. Not only might you 
disagree with each other, but you also might often find yourselves disagreeing with me. That’s fine! Great, 
actually. But this also means that we need to respect each other’s views. 
 
Academic Challenges and Accommodations 

This is not an easy course. I am always happy to meet with you, answer questions about the readings, and 
work with you to ensure that you master the material. But I expect you to work consistently and diligently 
throughout the semester. In addition to meeting with me, you might find the following resources helpful: 
 

 Disability Support Services provides technical and practical support and assistance with 
accommodations for students with physical, medical, or psychological disabilities. If you qualify for 
accommodations because of a disability, then please let me know right away and please furnish me 
with a letter from the Academic Support Center or Disability Support Services.  

 The Academic Support Center offers study skills workshops, individual instruction, tutor referrals, 
and services for students with learning disabilities.  

 The Counseling Center offers counseling and consultations regarding personal concerns, self-help 
information, and connections to off-campus mental health resources. 
 

AU’s Emergency Preparedness Policy 

In the event of a declared pandemic, American University will implement a plan for meeting the needs of all 
members of the university community. This may include altering and extending the duration of the traditional 
term schedule to complete essential instruction in the traditional format and/or use of distance instructional 
methods. Specific strategies will vary from class to class, depending on the format of the course and the 
timing of the emergency.. Students are responsible for checking their AU e-mail regularly and keeping 
themselves informed of emergencies.  
 

Course Schedule 
 

Introductions 
 

 Thursday, January 18th: Hello. How are you? What’s this class about? 
 
 
Part 1: Creating the Government, from the Founding to Today 
 

 Monday, January 22nd: 
 

1. How did the U.S. government get started? 
2. What were the key debates in writing the Constitution?  
3. How did the Bill of Rights come about? 

 
Readings: 
o Ginsburg et al., pages 31-43 
o Federalist 10, 51 (in Ginsburg et al., Appendix pages A31-A39)  
o Drutman, Lee. 2016. “Congressional Term Limits are a Bad Idea.” Vox, October 18.  

 
 



 6 

 Thursday, January 25th: 
 

4. How did the Supreme Court get its power?  
5. Why can I smoke marijuana in Colorado, but could go to jail for doing it in Oklahoma? 
6. Why has the Constitution been amended only 27 times in more than 200 years? 

 
Readings: 
o Ginsburg et al., pages 382-386, 67-70, 54-57 
o Somin, Ilya. 2016. “Federalism, the Constitution, and Sanctuary Cities.” Washington Post, 

November 26.  
o Yee, Vivian. 2017. “Judge Blocks Trump Effort to Withhold Money from Sanctuary Cities.” 

New York Times, April 25. 
o Somin, Ilya. 2016. “Trump, Federal Power, and the Left: Why Liberals Should Help Make 

Federalism Great Again.” Washington Post, December 5.  
 
 

 Monday, January 29th: 
 

7. Did the Founders believe in democracy? 
8. Would the Founders be shocked by today’s government? 

 
Readings: 
o Wolf, Stephen. 2016. “Is America’s Presidential System Doomed?” The New Republic, 

February 16.  
o Stein, Jeff. 2016. “This Study Shows Federalism Is a Total Joke.” Vox, September 5.  
o Epps, Garrett. 2009. “The Founders’ Great Mistake.” The Atlantic, January/February. 
o Pincus, Steven. 2016. “What the Founding Fathers Would Have Thought of Donald 

Trump.” Time, September 12. 
 
 
Part 2: Citizen Rights in U.S. Society 
 

 Thursday, February 1st: 
 

9. What is the difference between civil rights and civil liberties?  
10. How does a case get to the Supreme Court? 

 
Readings: 
o Ginsburg et al., pages 373-380 
o Listen to the Radiolab podcast, “Eye in the Sky” 
o Shane, Scott. 2012. “Assessing the Trade-Off between Security and Civil Liberties.” New 

York Times, July 24. 
o Sanchez, Julian. 2012. “Talking about ‘Trade-Offs’ between Liberty and Security Begs the 

Question.” Cato Blog, July 26. 
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 Monday, February 5th: 
 

11. Can people spew hateful speech whenever they want? 
12. Why can’t kids pray in public schools? 

 
Readings: 
o Ginsburg et al., pages 101-109 
o Downes, Larry. 2016. “Apple Waves the Civil Liberties Flag – But for How Long?” 

Washington Post, March 22.  
o Watch “A Resounding Victory for Free Speech.” 
o Kaminer, Wendy. 2012. “The Devilish Details of School Prayer.” The Atlantic, January 30. 
o Strauss, Valerie. 2016. “Can Students Pray in Public Schools? Washington Post, December 24. 

 
 
 Thursday, February 8th: 
 

13. Can the government regulate my sex life? 
14. What are my rights if I’m accused of a crime?  

 
Readings: 
o Ginsburg et al., pages 111-118 
o Lawless and Fox, Ten Big Questions, Chapter 9. 
o Ford, Matt. 2017. “American Policing Goes to the Supreme Court.” The Atlantic, October 1. 
o Taibbi, Matt. 2013. “Cruel and Unusual Punishment: The Shame of Three Strikes Laws.” 

RollingStone, March 27.  
o Toobin, Jeffrey. 2013. “Cruel and Unusual.” New Yorker, December 23 & 30. 

 
 

 Monday, February 12th: 
 

15. How have civil rights evolved in the United States?   
16. Is it ever legal to discriminate based on race? 
17. Are gay rights and free exercise of religion on a collision course? 

 
Readings: 
o Menand, Louis. 2013. “The Color of Law.” New Yorker, July 8. 
o Izadl, Eahe. 2016. “Black Lives Matter and America’s Long History of Resisting Civil Rights 

Protesters.” Washington Post, April 19.  
o Hannah-Jones, Nikole. 2016. “Segregation Now.” Pro Republica.  
o Listen to Morning Edition’s “Religious Freedom Debate.” 
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Part 3: Citizen Political Engagement  
 

 Thursday, February 15th: 
 

18. Where do people get their political beliefs? 
19. Are people dumb when it comes to U.S. politics? 

 
Readings: 
o Patterson, Te-Erika. 2014. “Do Children Just Take Their Parents’ Political Beliefs? It’s Not 

that Simple.” The Atlantic, May 1. 
o Hirsh, Eitan. 2016. “How Many Republicans Marry Democrats?” FiveThirtyEight.com, June 

28. 
o Meyer, Jared. 2016. “The Ignorant Voter.” Forbes, June 27. 
o Crain, Caleb. 2016. “The Case against Democracy.” New Yorker, November 7. 

 
 

 Monday, February 19th: 
 

20. Why is voter turnout so low in the United States? 
21. Who votes and participates in politics?  
22. Why do people join interest groups? 
 

Readings: 
o Ginsburg et al., pages 221-224, 247-255 
o Lawless and Fox, Ten Big Questions, Chapter 2. 
o Waldman, Paul. 2013. “What Would Elections Be Like If Everyone Voted?” American 

Prospect, October 20. 
o Burns, Melinda. 2010. ““K Street and the Status Quo.” Pacific Standard, August 10. 

 
 

 Thursday, February 22nd: NO CLASS TODAY 
 
 

 Monday, February 26th: 
 

23. Who runs for elective office? 
24. How can I run for office? 

 
Readings: 
o Lawless and Fox, Ten Big Questions, Chapter 3. 
o Watch Jon Oliver’s piece on state legislators.  
o Listen to NPR’s, “Thinking of Running for Office?” 

 
 

 Thursday, March 1st: 
 

25. Why don’t young people care about politics? 
 

Readings: 
o Lawless and Fox, Running from Office, whole book (it’s fast reading, I promise). 
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Part 4. Public Opinion  
 

 Monday, March 5th:  
 

26. How do we know what the American public thinks about politics?  
27. Can polls about politics be trusted? 
 

Readings: 
o Lawless and Fox, Ten Big Questions, Chapter 1. 
o Cohn, Nate. 2016. “How Polling Can Go Wrong.” New York Times, June 30.  
o Enten, Harry. 2017. “How to Avoid Falling for a Fake Poll.” FiveThirtyEight,com, August 23.  

 
 

 Thursday, March 8th: 
 

28. Am I a Democrat or a Republican? 
29. Are the American people more divided than ever over politics? 
 

Readings: 
o Lawless and Fox, Ten Big Questions, Chapter 6. 
o Pew. 2017. “The Partisan Divide on Political Values Grows Even Wider.” October 5. 
o Friedersdorf, Colin. 2016. “Making Up Is Hard to Do.” The Atlantic, November. 

 
 

 Monday, March 12th and Thursday, March 15th: NO CLASS – SPRING BREAK  
 
 
Part 5: Media and Political Communication 
 

 Monday, March 19th: 
 

30. How do the news media affect citizens’ political views? 
31. How do news organizations decide what’s newsworthy? 
32. How do you distinguish between good and bad sources of political information? 
 

Readings: 
o Ginsburg et al., pages 189-194 
o Silverman, Craig. 2016. “This Analysis Shows How Viral Fake Election News Stories 

Outperformed Real News on Facebook.” Buzzfeed, November 16.  
o Rutenberg, Jim. 2016. “Trump Is Testing the Norms of Objectivity in Journalism.” New 

York Times, August 7.  
o Rutenberg, Jim. 2016. “Media’s Next Challenge: Overcoming the Threat of Fake News.” 

New York Times, November 6.  
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 Thursday, March 22nd: 
 

33. Where do people get their information about politics? 
34. Are Fox News and MSNBC destroying political discourse in the United States? 
35. How have the rise of the internet and social media affected politics?   

 
Readings: 
o Ginsburg et al., pages 177-182 
o Kakutani, Michiko. 2008. “Is Jon Stewart the Most Trusted Man in America?” New York 

Times, August 17.  
o Watch this clip from Media Matters. 
o Watch this clip from The Last Word with Lawrence O’Donnell. 
o Gold, Hannah K. 2014. “Eight Ways Shows Like ‘Law & Order: SVU’ Mess with Your 

Head.” Salon.com, November 15. 
 
 
Part 6: Parties, Campaigns, and Elections 
 

 Monday, March 26th: 
 

36. What do political parties do? 
37. How does a presidential candidate win the election? 
38. Is the Electoral College ruining American democracy? 

 
Readings: 
o Ginsburg et al., pages 205-208, 227-229 
o Yglesias, Matthew. 2016. “The U.S. Presidential Primary Process, Explained.” Vox.  
o Masket, Seth. 2016. “Why Political Parties Never Die.” Politico Magazine, June 9. 
o Stid, Daniel. 2017. “Why the GOP Congress Will Stop Trump from Going Too Far.” 

Washington Monthly, January/February.  
o Kinsley, Michael. 2016. “The Electoral College Is Not Democratic. And Democrats Should 

Remember That.” Vanity Fair, December 13. 
o Linkins, Jason. 2016. “So, You Say You Want to Get Rid of the Electoral College, Eh?” 

Huffington Post, November 15. 
 
 

 Thursday, March 29th:   
 

39. How do candidates communicate with voters?  
40. How do people decide who to vote for?  
41. Why do members of Congress almost always get reelected? 

 
Readings: 
o Ginsburg et al., pages 225-227 
o Lawless and Fox, Ten Big Questions, Chapter 4. 
o Dye, Lee. 2016. “The Psychology of Voting.” ABC News, September 6. 
o Berlatsky, Noah. 2016. “Everybody Hates Congress. So Why Do Congressman Almost 

Always Get Re-Elected?” The Week, March 31. 
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 Monday, April 2nd: 
 

42. Does money corrupt the electoral system?  
43. Could a third party ever succeed in the United States? 

 
Readings: 
o Ginsburg et al., pages 235-237, 216-218 
o Lawless and Fox, Ten Big Questions, Chapter 5. 
o Schwarz, John. 2015. “Yes, We’re Corrupt. A List of Politicians Admitting that Money 

Controls Politics.” The Intercept, July 30. 
o Matthews, Dylan. 2016. “The Great Money-in-Politics Myth.” Vox.com, February 9. 
o Millhiser, Ian. 2016. “Third Parties Ruin Everything, According to Political Science.” Think 

Progress, August 1.  
 
 

 Thursday, April 5th: NO CLASS TODAY 
 
 

Part 7: The Functioning of the Contemporary U.S. Government  
 

 Monday, April 9th: 
 

44. How is Congress organized?   
45. How does a bill become a law? 
46. Why has Congress become so much more polarized over time? 

 
Readings: 
o Ginsburg et al., pages 286-289, 291-295 
o Lawless and Fox, Ten Big Questions, Chapter 7. 
o Read this 1950s comic explaining the job of a Senator.  
o Bump, Philip. 2016. “Political Polarization Is Getting Worse. Everywhere.” Washington Post, 

April 9. 
 
 

 Thursday, April 12th: 
 

47. How is the executive branch organized?   
48. Can the president start a war with a tweet? 
49. What does it take to impeach a president?  

 
Readings: 
o Ginsburg et al., pages 315-324, 303 
o Prokop, Andrew. 2014. “How Barack Obama Is Expanding Presidential Power and What It 

Means for the Future.” Vox, September 14.  
o Schulberg, Jessica and Amanda Terkel. 2016. “The Last Line of Defense.” Huffington Post, 

December 6. 
o Rein, Lisa and Andrew Ba Tran. 2017. “How the Trump Era is Changing the Federal 

Bureaucracy.” Washington Post, December 30. 
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 Monday, April 16th: 
 
50. How is the judiciary organized? 
51. Are Supreme Court justices too partisan? 
 

Readings: 
o Ginsburg et al., pages 392-395 
o Reeve, Elspeth. 2010. “Just How Bad Was Bush v. Gore?” The Atlantic, November 29. 
o Toobin, Jeffrey. 2014. “The Obama Brief.” New Yorker, October 27. 
o Toobin, Jeffrey. 2016. “Court Politics.” New Yorker, March 28. 
o Milhiser, Ian. 2017. “The Supreme Court Is Abandoning Legitimacy for Partisanship.” Think 

Progress, September 28.  
 
 

Part 8: Government in Action: Contemporary Politics and Public Policy Issues 
 

 Thursday, April 19th: 
 

52. How is public policy made? 
53. Why can’t the federal government get anything done?  

 
Readings: 
o Ginsburg et al., pages 405-411 
o Klein, Ezra. 2014. “The Ugly Truth: Why Presidential Leadership Can’t Solve Gridlock.” 

Vox. April 28.  
o Alberta, Tim. 2017. “John Boehner – Unchained.” Politico Magazine, November/December. 

 
 

 Monday, April 23rd: 
 

54. What’s the difference between the national debt, debt ceiling, and budget deficit? 
55. Can anything be done to combat income inequality? 

 
Readings: 
o Ginsburg et al., pages 426-431 
o Cassidy, John. 2014. “Is America an Oligarchy?” New Yorker, April 18. 
o White, Gillian B. 2015. “Stiglitz: Here’s How to Fix Inequality.” The Atlantic, November 2. 
o Listen to the Market Place segment, “Why Income Inequality Isn’t Always a Bad Thing.”  
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 Thursday, April 26th: 
 

56. Why is the health care system so hard to reform? 
57. Why don’t we pass more gun control legislation? 
58. How is it legal for women to make only 80 cents on the dollar? 

 
Readings: 
o Lawless and Fox, Ten Big Questions, Chapters 8 and 10. 
o Milligan, Susan. 2017. “Why Is Health Care So Complicated?” US News and World Report, 

June 30. 
o Hayes, Danny. 2013. “When the Senate Gun Control Bill Died, So Did the Story.” The 

Monkey Cage, July 14. 
o Dickinson, Matthew. 2016. “Obama, Gun Control, and the Limits to Executive Action.” 

Presidential Power, January 5.  
 
 

 Monday, April 30th: 
 

59. Will the fight against terrorism go on forever? 
60. What tools does the government have to stop the spread of nuclear weapons?  
 

Readings: 
o Ginsburg et al., pages 441-445 
o Illing, Sean. 2017. “How America’s ‘War on Terror’ Was (unwittingly) Designed to Last 

Forever.” Vox.com, January 6. 
o Serhan, Yasmin. 2017. “When the World Lucked Out of a Nuclear War.” The Atlantic, 

October 31. 
o Beauchamp, Zack. 2017. “We Are Sleepwalking toward War with North Korea.” Vox.com, 

December 18. 
 
 
Final Exam 
 

 9:45 AM Class (GOVT-110-007) 
o The final exam is on Thursday, May 3rd from 8:10 AM – 10:40 AM 

 

 11:20 AM Class (GOVT-110-008) 
o The final exam is on Monday, May 7th from 11:20 AM – 1:50 PM 

 


